Here's The "POINT"!
                                                                 "GOD" (1)
The first verse in the Bible has the Name, "GOD" in it.  "In the beginning, GOD created the Heavens and the Earth" (Gen. 1:1).  What do you know about "GOD"?  You could be like the Jews who "thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself. . ." (Ps. 50:21).  You could "join" the Pagans and make HIM "like unto Gold, or Silver, or Stone--graven by art and man's device" (Ac. 17:29).  You could even treat HIM like so many Religious "Leaders" in the Denominational "World" today and "pick and choose" which passages you like, or make "GOD" out to be what you would like HIM to be to yourself.  ("I just can't believe that my God would do that, or that my God would not do this!") Or, you could read the Bible and learn what "GOD" says about HIMSELF! But, be warned, that going to the Bible to learn about "GOD" may cause you to see things about HIM and force you to accept things about HIM which you may not be ready to "Believe" or to "Obey".  Yet, this is what we are going to attempt to do in this series of Articles about "The GOD" of the Bible.  To do so in this limited way, we are going to study the Names of "GOD".   We believe that much can be learned from this approach to such an extensive subject of the limitless "GOD" of the Bible.  We hope you will study carefully these thoughts and Scriptural passages with us.  And may we come to understand somewhat more of HIM WHO "Created" us and "Loves" us and "Gave Himself for us"!

So, what is your "GOD" like?  People talk about "my GOD" and "your god",  but does "GOD" accommodate HIMself to the whims of man like a chameleon?  Many see HIM as their super-Servant WHO answers all of their prayers.  (Go ahead and pray for a million dollars for us all!) Others claim that HE protects them from all harm.  (Go ahead and "cast thyself down",  but remember, "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy GOD".  Mt. 4:6-7).  No, I suspect that "GOD" is "something" much more than such selfish imaginations, or a cosmic "sugar-daddy"!

So, let's go back to "the beginning".  It's there (Gen. 1:1)  where we "begin" to learn much about "GOD". . .from one of HIS "Names"  to many of HIS "Works" and "Attributes".  In this series of articles,   we want to try to learn  some things about  "the GOD"   of "creation"  and of "time" and "eternity", in the Bible.
This first word,  "GOD",  is from the Hebrew-word "ELOHIM" (e-lo-HEEM).  It occurs 2,570 times.  In Gen. 1:1--2:4, it is found 35 times.  Then,  it is combined into "JEHOVAH-ELOHIM".  There are some 31 different words and combinations in the Bible which "Name" and depict the "Being" and "Works" of "GOD".  There can hardly be any better source of understanding "GOD" than through HIS "Names".  Such,  no doubt,  is the reason why HE recorded so many!

The ancient word "EL", from which "ELOHIM" comes, is translated "GOD" 250 times, and it indicates Might, Strength, and Power, which Creates and Governs in Omnipotence ("All-Powerful") and Sovereignty ("Kingly-Rule").  It would seem that "GOD" wants HIS "Creation" to be struck by HIS "great-Power"!  Also, it is said that "ELOHIM" (Power) is found in the ancient word, "Alah".  This word is a "Covenant"-word, indicating the "Authority" to make a "Binding-Covenant".  You see the thought presented in Gen. 6:18, 9:15-16.  when "ELOHIM" says to Noah-"with thee will I establish MY Covenant".  This thought is again expressed to Abraham in Gen. 17:7 (Gen. 50:24, I Kings 8:23)--"I will establish MY Covenant between ME and thee... to be to thee, 'ELOHIM', and to thy 'Seed' after thee"  (see Gal. 3:16-29,   where Paul applies the"Seed"  to "Christ"!).  And so--HIS "Covenant -Power" continues on through Jesus in HIS "NEW COVENANT" (Mt. 28:18-20, Heb. 8:10-13, 9:15, Mt. 26:28, Jer. 31:33, 32:40, Is. 40:1).
There is another aspect seen in "ELOHIM", in that it is always plural!  This plurality suggests the "Blessed-Trinity",  the "Three-in-One" "Nature" of "ELOHIM-GOD"!     This is seen in Gen. 1, with "GOD. . .the SPIRIT. . .and GOD SAID" (HIS "WORD", see Jn. 1:1).  It is seen at JESUS' (The WORD) Baptism in Mt. 3:13-17; where you see "JESUS" come up "out of the water", the "SPIRIT descending on HIM", and GOD  the FATHER saying--"This is MY Beloved SON"!  It is seen in Mt. 17:1-8, when "JESUS" is transfigured and "a VOICE out of the cloud said--'This is MY Beloved SON'. . ." !  Other passages can be given, but may these suffice.  Note also that with  the plural-"ELOHIM", the plural and singular pronouns, verbs and adjectives are used, depending on whether the "oneness" or the "plurality" of "ELOHIM" is being stressed, according to the context!  "GOD",  though "ONE",  cannot be limited by any one facet of HIS "Divine-Nature" (2 Pt.1:4)!  This truth will strike us the more we study HIS "Names" !  Surely, we can begin to see that when it comes to mere-human language, it takes more than one word to fully describe "ELOHIM"-GOD's "Divine-Nature" to mortal man!  Understand that what has been written of this one Word, "GOD",  has filled volumes and men are still  writing

HE/THEY are "ELOHIM", HE/THEY are "CREATOR" !
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