Here's the "POINT"!
                                                                    "GOD" (9)
As we attempt to chronologically study the "Names" of GOD, the next one in line is "JEHOVAH-NISSI" (je-Ho-vah-nis-SEE, "JEHOVAH, MY BANNER" ).  To understand this, remember that after Israel crossed the "Red Sea" (Ex. 14), they then marched to "Marah" where the water was "Bitter" (Ex. 15:22-26).  So, "Jehovah-Rophe" (WHO- "Heals") made the water "sweet" and "Healed"  their thirst.  Then after a few weeks-march, they came to "Rephidim" (Ex. 17).  Guess what. . .here, there was no water at all!  Just imagine the threats and complaints now!  How soon man forgets from one "blessing" to another!  They no longer remember the "Ten Plagues" , the "Passover", the "Exodus", the "Red Sea Crossing", the destroying of "Pharaoh's army", the "Healing-Waters", the "Manna"!  You'd think they'd finally get the message--"JEHOVAH" can "Supply" ("jireh") all our "Needs"!  But they cry--"Is the Lord among us, or not?" (v.7)  Oh, yes!  HE's here. . .always! (He. 13:5, II Pt. 3:9, Ja. 4:6-10).   So, GOD tells a fearful "Moses"  that HE "will stand before thee there upon the Rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the Rock and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink". (vs.6)  And so, "Jehovah-Rophe" "Heals" them again, but. . .
But. . .verse 8 says--"Then came Amalak and fought with Israel in Rephidim. . ."!  It's as if GOD said--"If you must complain about something, I'll give you a 'biggie' "!  So, here comes "Amalak"--a more mortal enemy than "Pharaoh"!  "Amalek" was a grandson of "Esau".  "Esau" was "Jacob's" (Israel's) brother, but they became enemies over "the Birthright" from their father, "Isaac".  The "blood-feud" escalated over the generations!  (and so it continues even today. . .over a little "bowl of Red Beans"!Ge.25:30, 34, "The BAV Contemporary Version")  "Balaam" said they were "the first of the nations" (Nu. 24:20) i.e., which fought Israel!  One would think that "Brother would help Brother", but No!  Surely, there's a lesson here for "the Church"!  Does anyone see the "principle" of how GOD might want HIS "Brothers and Sisters" to treat each other in the "Blood-Bought" "Church of Christ"?! 

So, "the Amalekites", with a renewed hatred for their "brother", whom they thought was "lost" in Egypt; now see him "invading their land" and they muster their vast Army against them!--small fights at first, but soon, open warfare!  (re. the "Elder son" of Lk. 15!)  However, as "Moses" tells "Joshua" to recruit "men" from the tribes to meet "Ama-lek's army", nothing is said of their reaction in comparison to their other complaints.  No doubt, Israel was ill-equipped with no experience for such "warfare", but they went!  Maybe they're beginning to learn to Depend on HIM; as one would Hope!   Well, as History shows--sometimes "yes", other-times, "no".)
But, perhaps the urgent rallying of "Joshua" and the perceived danger from "Amalek" 
(and maybe a growing germination of Faith in GOD) caused them to "rise to the occa-sion"!  Indeed, "Joshua" was the right man (he ultimately takes "Moses'" place! Num. 27:18-23, Deu. 34).  His name reflected "Help" or "Deliverance"--"Hoshea".  "Moses" gave him the name, "Joshua"--"Jehovah is Salvation"! (Num 13:16).  He was a man "of Faith" with "Caleb" (Nu. 13:1-16).  As he came to the close of his "Victorious" Life with his "Covenant-charge" to Israel (Josh. 24:25-27), we see how Israel could always "look up" to him as their "STANDARD"!

Then there was "Moses", who had "led-before" them through all these trials-from abject "slavery", through impending recapture at "the Red Sea", to seeming-"starvation" in the desert. . .and now HE sends "Joshua" forth with his "rag-tag" army against "Amalek"!  The orders must have been more powerful than ever!  As "Moses" "stands" and even later is "seated on a rock" with his arms "lifted with the ROD of God" to "Show" the "Presence" of GOD and the assurance of their victory; what a visual-"Presence" that must have been!  As long as "Moses" was there "before" them and as long as "The ROD of God" was raised "over" them, the battle was theirs and finally the victory was won!  This now brings us to the sure-third element of Israel's victory--"The ROD of God"!  As long as "Moses" raised "The ROD"  before them, GOD--"JEHOVAH-NISSI"-"MY BANNER" was "Present" among them!
All which we've written has led us to this point; and there is so much more to be said, about which we will have to continue "The ROD (BANNER) of GOD"  in the next article.  But, pause with this question--What/Who is "BEFORE" you in your life's "Battles"?  What/-Who is your "STANDARD"/ "BANNER"  in your life?  To What/Whom do you "LOOK" in your Life?  (See Heb. 12:2!)  Read the passage carefully!--". . .LOOKING UNTO JESUS, THE AUTHOR AND THE FINISHER OF OUR FAITH. . ." !
As it is evident that mankind has always had trouble finding/deciding what  "STAND-ARD" to follow in life, it is ironic that even in "the CHURCH", we "CHRISTIANS"  be-come prone to forget/neglect the "STANDARD" of GOD ("JESUS"!, "THE WORD"!) and to be enamored by "things" or "people" as our "standards" to follow.   A brief look at history but shows the fallacy of such!
HE is "JEHOVAH-NISSI"--my "BANNER"!
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