Here's the "POINT"!
                                                                 "GOD" (10)
As we learned in the previous article, "JEHOVAH-NISSI" (je-HO-vah nis-SEE) has 
now revealed HIMSELF in another amazing facet of HIS "Nature", i.e., "JEHOVAH-
MY- BANNER"! (Ex. 14--17:15)   We see HIM show this "Name"  in connection with the war which the "Amalekites"  waged against "Israel"  when they came near to "Rephidim"; after "JEHOVAH-ROPHE" (je-Ho-vah RO-phay) (Ex. 15:22-26) (i.e., "HEALER"), "sweetened" the "Bitter waters" at "Marah".   Later, at "Rephidim"  there was no water 
at all; so "JEHOVAH-ROPHE"  told Moses "to strike the Rock in Horeb"  and a "flood" of water came forth in the middle of the desert!
But, now as they hardly have time to drink and relearn "JEHOVAH-ROPHE'S" "HEALING"-Power;  they look up and GOD really gave them a "Test" of "Faith" in HIM with the invasion of "Amalek's" Army against them!  (Ex.17:8)  No longer is it just a mat-ter of "thirsting", but now they may die by the sword!  But GOD begins to prepare them with His Protective-"BANNER"!  The word means "to Glisten" or "Shine".  The ancient "Banners" were not flags, but some Emblem on a pole which identified the carriers.  It would have such great Emotional, Social, Political, Military Allegiance that the "Fol-lowers" would fight and die for it!  And even more-so, it was to be with GOD's Holy "BANNER" of HIS "protection"!
So, in the face of the marauding "Amalekites", GOD had Moses to "Raise Up" HIS "BANNER"--"the ROD of JEHOVAH"!  "Israel"  had seen that "ROD"  before them since Moses brought them forth out of Egypt, and now, it "stands" as their "Ensign" of Salvation and Victory over impending Death!  David uses the word in the true sense of its meaning in Psa. 4:6--"Lord, lift Thou up the Light of Thy Countenance upon us!"  
He said again--"Thy Rod and Thy Staff, they comfort me. . ." (Ps. 23:4)  In all this figur-ative-description, remember. . . it is "JEHOVAH-NISSI" WHO is the true "BANNER" before us all!  (Study again and "remember"  Heb.12:2!)
"The BANNER of GOD" , held up before "Israel"  in the battle with the vast Army of "Amalek", was not only for that occasion, but also it was to be the source of "Remem-brance"  for generations to come!  later Moses said--". . .remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way as ye came forth out of Egypt; how he met thee by the way and smote the hindmost of thee--all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary, and he feared not God" (Deu. 25:17f).  More so, HE told Moses to "write this for a Memorial in a BOOK. . . for I will utterly put out the Remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. . ." and, "Jehovah hath sworn that Jehovah will have War with Amalek from generation to generation."  (Ex. 17:14-16).  Then HE said--"for the Face of Jehovah is against them that do Evil, to cut off their Memory from the Earth!".  GOD won't "Forget" and HE won't let Man do so either!
Much later "Samuel"  brought God's WORD to "King Saul"  to --"go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all that they have and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel an ass."  (I Sa. 15:3).  But, Saul failed (or, refused) to Obey!  (I Sa. 15:4-35).  He obeyed somewhat, but took King "Agag" captive and let the people take "spoils" and "animals" for "sacrifice"!  Saul disclaimed his disobedience, but Samuel held him "to task"!  Because he failed to keep "The STAND-ARD", GOD's "Spirit" left him, he lost his throne, and the Kingdom was "rent" from him!  In the battle of "Mt. Gilboa", when Saul was wounded near to death, he pleads for a man to kill him.  The man does so!  But, irony of ironies, he is an "Amalekite"!  He brings this news to "David", who laments over such a death of "God's Anointed"!  Why is this important to our study?  GOD wants HIS "STANDARD" "Remembered" and Followed!  HIS "BANNER" does not change!  It will not be Discarded!  Such is tantamount to dis-obeying GOD like Saul!  And such "Forgetfulness" and "Disobedience" , we too must not be guilty of doing!
Note that still later in "King Hezekiah's Reign", GOD's "BANNER"-Command was finally "fulfilled" and "the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped were Smitten" (I Chr. 4:43).  But the Devil never quits, you know!  A thousand years after Moses, "Haman the Agagite" (a descendant of "King Agag" of the "Amalekites"!) almost destroyed all the Jews in Persia, but as it turned out by GOD's "Providence", he himself was hanged on his own "Gallows" which was meant for the Jews! (see the Book of Esther).  And so, GOD's "WILL" will be done, one way or another!
Now, all of this history and "Truth" has not yet brought us to the full conclusion.  The Lesson thus-far is GOD'S "BANNER/STANDARD" must be Followed and Obeyed, if we too are to "win the War"!  And, we must "see" this "Divine"-"BANNER" brought to "fulfillment"  "in Christ"!  (He.12:2)  Remember the passage:  ". . .Looking unto Jesus, the Author and the Finisher of our Faith. . .!"   More of that next week.
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