Here's the "POINT"!
                                                                GOD (17)
In the last two Articles on "JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH"  (je-HO-vah M'-KAD-desh)--("GOD Who SANCTIFIES / makes HOLY") (see Gen. 2:3, Exo.13:1-3), we studied how the "Things" of GOD and GOD, HIMself, are "HOLY".   GOD is "HOLY" and anyone or anything associated with HIM has to be "HOLY" also!  GOD's "Divine Nature" (II Pt. 1:4) is so "Pure" and HIS "Eternal-Being" is so "HOLY" that HE cannot be touched with impurity or unholiness!  We discussed in the last lesson about how Man becomes "HOLY" before "HOLY-GOD",  but we also need to deal with the fact of this Personal-"HOLINESS" of the "Children of GOD" which is demanded by HIS "Name"!
Everything GOD did with Israel in the Old Testament times concerning their "HOLY"-Relationship with HIM, was not just for them, (I Pt. 1:12) but they were a "Shadow" of that ultimate "HOLY"-"Fellowship" "in Christ"  for all!  So, understand that our becoming a part of "HOLY-GOD"'s "Divine Nature" is not a casual/nebulous thing.  Peter described the process in II Pt. 1:2--ll.  Read what he said in vs. 4--"Ye might be PARTAKERS of the DIVINE NATURE. . .", but HOW?  Well, he said in vs. 4--"that by THESE ye might be. . .",  but, WHAT are the "THESE"?  Read again in vs. 4 as he said--"exceeding great and precious PROMISES. . ."!  See, we "Partake of the Divine Nature" through HIS "PROMISES"!  But, HOW do we "PARTAKE" of HIS "PROMISES"?  He further stated--"whereBY are given unto us. . .".  "Where-BY"  WHAT?  In vs. 3, he said--"According as HIS Divine Power hath given unto us All Things that pertain unto life and Godliness, through the KNOWLEDGE of HIM. . ."!  So,  "whereBY",  our "KNOWLEDGE of HIM. . .are given to us. . . PROMISES. . .that BY THESE  ye might be PARTAKERS  of the DIVINE NATURE"!  Here's the Reason to "Study to show thyself approved of God. . ."! (II Tm 2:15)  Also read I Pt. 1:13--25 to see Peter's "contents" of this "HOLINESS" of  "JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH".
 On this basis, Paul urges--". . .that ye present your Bodies a living Sacrifice--HOLY. . ." (Ro. 12:1).  Interestingly, he went on to say--". . .by the Renewing of your Mind. . ." (vs. 2, see Col. 3:10).  He also described in I Cor. 3:16-17, "that ye are the Temple of God. . .for the Temple of God is HOLY, which Temple ye are!"  He further specified in I Cor. 6:19, ". . .that your Body is the Temple of the HOLY Spirit. . .!" . In Ep.2:19-22, he stressed that "ye are. . .of the Household of GOD. . . (and) groweth into a HOLY Temple in the Lord. . ."!  Then he taught in Ep. 5:25-27 that ". . .Christ also loved the CHURCH and gave HIMself for it, that HE might SANCTIFY (make HOLY) and cleanse it with the washing of water in the Word; that HE might present it to HIMself a Glorious CHURCH, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; that it should be HOLY and without Blemish"!  No doubt, the "Nature" of the "CHURCH" for which HE "Gave HIMself" must be "HOLY as HE is HOLY. . ."! (I Pt. 1:15-16).
Indeed, it is no accident that the "HOLINESS" of GOD, revealed way back in Lev. 19:2, of "JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH" ("HE Who makes HOLY"), is to be the "Nature" of the New Testament "CHURCH" for which "HE Gave HIMself, ". . .that it might be HOLY. . ."!  But, remember, it is so, because "He Reconciled (us) in the body of HIS flesh through Death, to present you HOLY and unblameable and unreproveable in HIS sight" (Col. 1:22)  And, remember that we go "through the Death of Jesus" by our being "Baptized. . . through" it. . .(I Pt. 3:21).  The immaculate "HOLINESS" of GOD is beyond Human nature and understanding, but it is attained through the simplest Divine-Commands of "FAITH, REPENTANCE, and BAPTISM" (Mk. 16:15f., Ac. 2:38).  Now, who does not need "the HOLINESS of GOD"?  And, who is he who really cannot understand How he might become a "PARTAKER of the DIVINE NATURE" of  HIS "HOLINESS"  "in Christ"?

If there is any such thing as an ultimate extreme, it is seen in the "HOLINESS of GOD" and the unholiness of man!  But, in spite of such, GOD calls--"be ye HOLY, for I am HOLY"! (Lev. 19:2)  Yet, since "the fall", man has persisted in Living in his unholiness! (Ro. 1:18-32, 2:1-3:31)  Even many "Christians" respond in assuaging their consciences by saying--"Nobody can be perfect"!  And, of course, that's true!  But GOD knows that better than man!  Such is the reason why HE called, ". . .come out from among them. . .!" . (II Cor. 6:14-15)  And, such is the reason why HE gave man "The way" (Jn.14:6) and the means for him to be a part of HIS "HOLINESS"  "through Jesus".   This we've described in the last three lessons, in which we've shown some of the meaning of this "Divine-Name" of "JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH" !
HE is our  GOD, "JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH", our "HOLINESS" !

                                                                                                by Arles Vandiver, Minister

                                                                                                     church of Christ

                                                                                                     Point, Texas, 75472 

Here's The "POINT"!
                                                               "GOD" (18)
Two hundred years passed since GOD revealed HIMself as "JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH" (je-HO-vah M'-KAD-desh) (GOD Who Sanctifies/makes HOLY) (Gen. 2:3, Exo. 13:1-3).  They were years-far from any "HOLINESS" among "the People"!  Israel had, long-since the time of Lev. 20, forgotten and forsaken the "HOLINESS" of GOD, to which HE had called them (Lev. 20:7-8).  "Joshua", after leading them into Canaan, had died. (Jud. 2:8)  And those intervening 200 years to the time of "Gideon" in Judges 6, were infested with Israel's Forgetfulness, Immorality, Idolatries, Rebellions and UNholiness against "The Law of  Moses" (Ex. 20), and against GOD HIMself!
All this brought 200 Years of miseries upon them through the marauding armies of the surrounding nations which continually pillaged, raped, and destroyed.  Because the Regal-lineage of "Judah" (Gen. 49:8-12 ) had been corrupted by his fornication, (Gen. 38, Deu. 23:2) "there was no King" as promised, (Gen. 12:1-3, 17:1--18:15, Jud. 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25); and they also had disobeyed GOD in their failure to fully drive out the interloping Gentiles from Canaan (Deu. 4:37-40, Deu. 9:1-5, 11:8-12, 30:1-20, Jos. 3:7-17, Jud. 1:1--2:15).  Then GOD "raised up Judges" to rule them and recall them back to HIS "Law" and "Worship" (Jud.2:16--17:13).  In these subsequent sin-filled 200 years, they had forgotten "JEHOVAH-JIREH"  (HE Who PROVIDES/SAVES),  as HE did when HE so-revealed HIMself by providing the "Ram" in the place of Isaac for the Sacrifice (Gen 22).  Nor did they remember HIM as "JEHOVAH-ROPHE" (HE Who HEALS/ makes WELL) from the time of HIS making the "Bitter waters of Marah", "Sweet"! (Ex. 15)  They had long-since ceased to think of HIM as "JEHOVAH-NISSI"  (HE Who is my BANNER / ofVICTORY) as HE showed them in Rephidim by defeating Amalek (Ex. 17).  And even the most recent "revelation" of the Divine-SELF as "JEHOVAH-M' KADDESH" they had forgotten and abandoned in their "UNholiness".  So, in their sins, they regressed back into their "Slavery";  they were pleased to make their own immoral "Sacrifices"; they fell back into sad lives of "Bitterness";  they failed in every way, having lost sight of their "Banner".  So,  for 200 years, they fruitlessly  dug in the dirt,  failed in their lives, hid from their enemies, and squandered "the Promises"  GOD had given to them!

Finally!  After four "Judges", GOD calls "Gideon" to be HIS next "Judge". (Jud. 6--8)  After he is reassured that it is "JEHOVAH" speaking to him, saying--"PEACE be unto thee. . ." (vs 23), he hastens to erect an Altar, naming it--"JEHOVAH-SHALOM" (je-HO-vah sha-LOM) (GOD Who is PEACE) (Ju. 6:23-24). The word, "SHALOM", is one of the most used words in Hebrew.  It is an ancient "greeting" as well as a most important Doctrinal Term. But, the one Hebrew word, "SHALOM", is translated by many different words, depending on context.  Thus, we do not always recognize the root-idea of "PEACE" ("SHALOM") in all the related passages.  Note the following examples. 

In Deu. 27:6, it is translated--". . .build the Altar. . .of whole stones".  In Dan. 5:26, it is rendered--". . .numbered thy kingdom and Finished it."  In I Kings 9:25, it says that "Solomon. . . Finished. . .the Temple".  In Gen. 15:16, we read-- ". . .the Iniquity of the Amorites is not yet Full".  In Ex 21:34, 22:5-6, it says --". . .Make Good. . ." (of a loss).  In this sense, we read in other passages, "Restitution" or "Repay".  In Gen. 43:27, Joseph asks of the "Welfare" of his brothers and father.  In II Sam. 20:9, Joab, before killing him, asks Amasa--"Art thou in Health, my brother?"  Also, it is translated "Render", "Pay" or "Perform" about one's "Vows".   In Psalm 50:14 we read-- "Pay thy vows. . .".  Deu. 23:21 says--"When thou shalt vow a vow . . . Thou shalt not be slack to Pay it. . .".  The idea of "Requite" or "Recompense" also translates the word.  In Deu. 32:35, GOD says--"to Me belongeth vengeance and Recompense".  Then, along with all these terms, "SHALOM"  is translated "Perfect" 20 times.  David prayed in I Ch. 29:19--"Give unto Solomon my son a Perfect heart".  Solomon echoed this in I Kgs. 8:61--"let your Heart therefore be Perfect with Jehovah our GOD".  And, such was Israel's blessing under Solomon's reign.  "And Judah and Israel dwelt Safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree. . .all the days of Solomon". (1 Kgs. 4:25)  
So, in these Teachings and under this Basic Meaning, we shall see in the next Lesson

GOD's ultimate "PEACE that passeth all understanding. . .",  revealed in "The GOD of PEACE"! 

HE is "JEHOVAH-SHALOM",  my "PEACE"!
                                                                                                by Arles Vandiver

Here's The "POINT"!

                                                       "GOD" (19)
Since GOD's creation of Adam and Eve, HE revealed HIMself through HIS "Word" 
in various stages.  A careful reading of the "Old Testament"  and the "New Tes-tament" shows this.  And Jesus showed the final culmination of this "revelation" when HE said--"He that hath Seen ME hath Seen the Father". (Jn.14:9)  HE did these things in these ways  for different reasons, through HIS multi-faceted "NAME" (which as "revealed", little by little, shows more and more of Whom HE is!)--"ELOHIM" (GOD, Who is the Great, Powerful, CREATOR); JEHOVAH"  (HE Who Is, Lives, Redeems, COVENANTS); "EL SHADDAI" (HE Who is GOD-AL-MIGHTY); "ADONAI" (HE Who is Lord, MASTER, Despot), "JEHOVAH-JIREH" (HE shall be Seen, PROVIDES); "JEHOVAH-ROPHE" (HE Who HEALS), "JEHOVAH-NISSI" (HE Who is my ROD/BANNER of Victory); "JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH" (HE Who SANCTIFIES/makes HOLY).  And now Gideon (Jud. 6:23-24) shows us The "NAME"--"JEHOVAH-SHALOM" (HE Who is PEACE).  We introduced this last week, but there is more of it to be seen "in GOD".

So, "JEHOVAH-SHALOM" (HE Who makes PEACE) called Gideon to be HIS "Judge" of HIS "PEACE".  It  was  much like the times of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, when they cried--"PEACE, PEACE, when there is no PEACE!" (Jer. 6:14, 8:11, Ezk. 13:10)  But GOD is now showing them what is/shall be through HIM!  This has to be so, because historically man has never found any meaningful, lasting, comforting "PEACE"  in anything, with anyone or anywhere.  Unless GOD is not "GOD", "PEACE"  has to be found through HIM--"JEHOVAH-SHALOM"!   HE continually taught and promised this "PEACE" to "The People";  "for I know the thoughts that I think toward you saith Jehovah--thoughts of Peace . . .".   "Then had thy Peace been like a river. . .", HE said. (Jer. 48:18/Isa. 66:12)    (Such re-minds us of the beautiful Gospel songs: "Peace like a River" and "Peace, Perfect Peace".)    "If ye walk in My Statutes. . .and Do them. . . I will  give Peace in the land. . " , HE said.  (Lev. 26:3, 6)
But not only does GOD promise "PEACE";  HE is "PEACE"!   That is HIS "NAME"!   When GOD appeared to Gideon and proclaimed to him twice --"the Lord is with thee. . ." (vs. 12), and ". . .surely, I will be with thee. . ." (vs.16),  then, HE said--

". . .PEACE be unto thee. . ." (Jud. 6:23);  he became convinced of this Nature and Blessing of GOD.  Gideon  then built "an Altar" to God, calling it--"JEHOVAH-SHALOM" (GOD is PEACE).  Where ever GOD is, there is "PEACE" !   But, there is another lesson to be learned here.   Under Gideon's "Judgeship" and in future times, GOD's "PEACE"  was "on again and off again" because of the Sins and Re-

bellions of "the People". The Jews were hard-pressed to learn this Lesson:". . .because  the Carnal-Mind is Enmity with God. . ."  (Ro. 8:7); and  ". . .the Friendship of the World is Enmity with God.."  (Ja. 4:4).  GOD, or HIS "PEACE" cannot be mixed with such!  So, if GOD and HIS "PEACE" are "with" us, we must first be "with HIM"  and "without Sin" !  Such is the reason, no doubt, why GOD said--". . .wherefore, come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord; and touch not the unclean thing and I will receive you and will be a Father to you and ye shall be my Sons and Daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." .   (Is. 52:11, 2 Co.6:17f)   Remember, HE said--"IF ye WALK in My Statutes. . .and DO them. . .I will give PEACE in the Land"!  (Lev. 26:3, 6)  

So, how compelling was Isaiah's Call to them--"Open ye the Gates, that the Right-eous Nation which Keepeth the Truth may Enter in!  Thou wilt Keep him in PER-FECT PEACE, whose Mind is STAYED on THEE. . ." ! (Is. 26:2-4)

It is an evidently simple matter to attain to and live in "the PEACE of God".  We said, Simple, not cheap.  It is man who always tends to make things confusing to Understand or hard to Obey, just like "the Scribes and Pharisees . . .for they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne . . ." (Mt. 23:2-7).  Paul also taught that the things of GOD are never based upon the things of man.  Man always uses what he thinks is "Strong", "Wise", "Noble", "Mighty"  to get his way,  but GOD uses the opposite  to bring to pass HIS "Divine"-"Will"--"Foolish things", "Weak things", "Base things", "Despised things", "things which are not"!  (1 Co.1:18-31)  Such is the "working" of GOD, "that no flesh should Glory in HIS Presence!" (vs.29); but so that "he that Glorieth, let him Glory in the Lord!". (vs.31)   It is under this principle with which we shall study next, the fulfillment of "the PEACE of GOD" through "the PRINCE of PEACE"!  
HE is "JEHOVAH-SHALOM", my "PEACE" !

                                                                             by Arles Vandiver, Minister

                                                                                  Point, Texas, Church of Christ
Here's the "POINT"!

                                                        "GOD" (20)

In our previous two lessons about "JEHOVAH-SHALOM" (GOD is PEACE), we saw, through the  Old Testament teaching, that GOD is truly a "GOD of PEACE".  In the process of GOD's "revelations" of HIMself to man through the meanings of HIS "NAME",  HE finally stresses HIS Nature of and HIS Power to give "PEACE" to HIS "People".   HE proclaims this first through "Gideon" (Jud. 6).  So, GOD's "Judge" then erects a memorial-"Altar" to "JEHOVAH-SHALOM ".   In that first lesson, we studied some of the countless Old Testament passages with the word "SHALOM ", and we noted its translation by many different words.  Then,  in the second Article, we saw that "JEHOVAH", HIMself, is indeed "GOD of PEACE".  We studied some of the many passages which so-depicted HIM.--"JEHOVAH-SHALOM".

Now, we will note a few New Testament passages which show that "JESUS" is the "fulfillment" of that Divine-"PEACE" of "JEHOVAH-SHALOM"!  So, is it any wonder that among the first things declared about "the Birth of Jesus"  was about "PEACE"?!   In Zecharias' prophecy about John, he said--"And thou, child shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest. . .to guide our Feet into the Way of PEACE."  (Lk. 1:76-79)  Such was John's "mission".  And, no  surprise. . . at JESUS'' birth, among the "Good-Tidings" heard, was--"Glory to God in the highest and on earth PEACE, Good will toward men"!  (Lk. 2:10-14). It had to be, since it was Prophesied of HIM to be "born. . .the Prince of PEACE. . ."!  (Is. 9:6-7)  It shows that HE is the Divine-Source, the only-Giver, the ultimate-Controller of the Divine-"PEACE" of "JEHOVAH-SHALOM"!

JESUS brought GOD's "PEACE"  to man, and in the beginning of HIS Ministry (Mt. 4:17-), HE teaches a basic truth about HIS "PEACE".  HE said--"Blessed are the PEACE-makers;  for they shall be called the Children of God". (Mt. 5:9).  First, see that when GOD's "PEACE" is with men, they must be the "PEACEmakers".  GOD will "Give" it.  It is HIS "PEACE".  But, man must "make"  it within himself!  Then, HE said--"they shall be called the Children of God"!  Our "Relationship" with GOD depends on our "making"  HIS "PEACE" among ourselves!  HE also said it was "MY PEACE" and "not as the world giveth". (Jn. 14:27)   Only HE can give it!

The Apostle Paul was the most prolific inspired writer of "GOD'S PEACE".  In Rom. 5:1-2, he wrote the classic description with all the elements in one sentence--"Therefore, being Justified by Faith, we have PEACE with GOD through our Lord Jesus Christ; by Whom also we have Access by Faith into this Grace wherein we Stand, and Rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God".  Note the underlined words which just about cover the spectrum of GOD's "Work" for man's Salvation!  But he also wrote an equally important passage about Man's "Work" for this great "Blessing"--"Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice.  Let your Moderation be known to all men.  (The Lord is at hand.)  Be Careful for nothing; but in everything by Prayer and Supplication, with Thanksgiving, let your Requests be made known unto God.  And the PEACE of GOD which passeth all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, Brethren, whatsoever things are TRUE, whatsoever things are HONEST, whatsoever things are JUST, whatsoever things are PURE, whatsoever things are LOVELY, whatsoever things are of GOOD REPORT; if there be any Virtue and if there be any Praise, Think on these Things!  Those things which ye have both Learned and Received, and Heard and Seen in me, Do: and the GOD of PEACE shall be with you! " (Phil. 4:4-9)    Again, note 

the underlined words!  Surely, these show us the  "PEACE" of "JEHOVAH-SHALOM" and the necessary Human-Practice of HIS "PEACE"!
There are many other passages on the subject, which apply to the Christian's private Life and the Church's Scriptural Function in the world.  But, these should show the basic Truth and provoke us to study them all.  If the Christian doesn't do it, or the Church doesn't, who in the world will?!  Remember, HE said--"Salt is good: but if the Salt have lost its saltness, where-with will ye season it?  Have Salt in yourselves and have PEACE one with another!" (Mk. 9:50)
HE is "JEHOVAH-SHALOM",  JESUS is my "PEACE"!

                                                                                     by Arles Vandiver, Minister

                                                                                        Point, Texas; Church of Christ

